A Team to Be Proud Of

Today, the 26th Southeast Asian Games officially comes to a close. The Philippines won 36 gold,
56 silver and 77 bronze medals for a total of 169. We finished at sixth place in terms of gold medals
but fifth in terms of total medals won. There were several instances when we missed the gold due to
guestionable calls or circumstances but that are all past now and we just have to learn from our lessons
and move on.

There are those who are saying we should have done better but to those of us who were there,
who saw the athletes and officials give their hearts, effort and all unselfishly for the country, this is a
team to be proud of.

Our team won 169 medals competing against Southeast Asia’s best athletes. What more can
anyone ask for.

We congratulate and thank our athletes for giving it their best shot. We thank all of the team
and sports officials and staff who were actually part of the competition for without them nothing
would have been possible. We thank the Philippine diplomatic mission and the Filipino community in
Indonesia for their total support to the delegation. We thank all of those here at home who were one
with us in prayers and spirit. Most of all, we thank the Almighty for keeping our team safe and granting
them their victories.

Today, the 26th Southeast Asian Games ends. Tomorrow, our preparations for the 27th
Southeast Asian Games begin.
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Editor-in-Chief
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Day 12: RP Closes 26th SEA Games
with 169 Medals

By: Clarito Samson

Palembang—The Philippines closes its campaign in the 26th SEA Games with 36 gold, 56 silver
and 77 bronze medals for a total haul of 169. It landed sixth out of the 11 participating countries.

Singapore came in fifth with 42-45-73, 18 gold medals coming from the pool.

Host Indonesia handily took 182 of the 552 gold medals awarded to emerge overall champion but
missed the gold that mattered the most losing to defending football champion Malaysia, 4-5, in a
dramatic, tension-filled penalty shootout witnessed by the filled-to-the rafters Bungkarno stadium
in Jakarta. Indonesia also had 151 silver and 152 bronze medals.

The local morning papers here reported that at least two individuals perished during a stampede
at the gates and two ticket booths were set on fire by angry fans unable to enter the stadium.

Thailand, distant second, with 75 gold medals less than Indonesia, had 100 silver and 120 bronze
medals while Vietnam, runner up for about a week, finished third with 96-90-100.

Perhaps the biggest Games winner for keeping the one gold everybody else wants, Malaysia,
rushed to fourth with 59-50-81.

Rounding out the field are 2013 SEAG host Myanmar (16-27-36), Lao-PDR (9-12-36), Cambodia
(4-11-24), Timor Leste (1-1-6) and Brunei Darussalam (0-4-7).

Of the total 39 sports disciplines that competed taekwondo unseated athletics as best quality
medal producer with 4-3-5, boxing second with 4-1-1, and billiards/snooker with 3-2-4.

Wushu, wrestling cycling and softball all won two fancied gold medals.

The cerebral card game of bridge, where players bid based on points derived from aces, kings,
qgueens and jacks and enter contracts in any of the four suits or no-trump, had also the distinction
of producing the country’s best athlete—Francisco Sainz Alquiros.

The 54-year-old Alquiros edged 8-ball and 9-ball billiards queen Iris Ranola with one additional
silver in the mixed butler event.

Providing the hope for future international contest outside of silver medallists Eric Panique and
Archand Christian Bagsit in track races, is a 15-year-old fin swimmer providentially named Danielle
Faith Sanglap Torres, who captured the country’s third to the last gold medal in the 50m surface
race.

The 26th edition of the Games formally wrapped up with the evening closing ceremony in the
Jakabaring Sports City complex at Palembang.
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Final Medal Tally for 26th SEA Games
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Indonesia 182 151 143 476
Thailand 109 100 120 329
Vietnam 96 92 100 288
Malaysia 59 50 81 190
Singapore 42 45 73 160
Philippines 36 56 77 169
Myanmar 16 27 37 80
Lao PDR 9 12 36 57
Cambodia 4 11 24 39
Timor Leste 1 1 6 8
Brunei Darussalam 0 4 7 11
Grand Total 554 549 704 1807
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Breakdown of Medals Won in the
26th SEA Games
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Gold Silver Bronze Total

Medal
Taekwondo 4 3 5 12
Boxing 4 1 1
Billiard & Snooker 3 2 4 9
Cycling 2 4 7 13
Wushu 2 4 3 9
Wrestling 2 3 3 8
Bridge 2 2 1 5
Softball 2 0 0 2
Chess 1 4 3 8
Bowling 1 4 1 6
Tennis 1 2 3 6
Traditional Boat 1 2 2 5
Race
Equestrian 1 2 0 3
Archery 1 2 0 3
Rowing 1 1 1 3
Basketball 1 1 0 2
Judo 1 0 6 7
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Gold Silver Bronze Total

Medal
Fencing 1 0 3 4
Fin Swimming 1 0 1 2
Baseball 1 0 0 1
Wall Climbing 1 0 0 1
Swimming 0 2 5 7
Diving 0 2 1 3
Karate-Do 0 1 6 7
Soft Tennis 0 1 5 6
Pencak Silat 0 1 3 4
Weightlifting 0 1 2 3
Sailing 0 1 1 2
Water Polo 0 1 0 1
Water Ski 0 0 2 2
Golf 0 0 1 1
Sepak Takraw 0 0 1 1
Table Tennis 0 0 1 1
Grand Total 36 56 77 169
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